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But while the Spaniards, Guisards, Politicians and
Fanatics were intriguing against each other at Paris,
the King was extending his conquests. Meulanhad
been relieved, Poissy taken, and now he was threat-
ening Dreux. The possession of the towns on the
Seine enabled the Royalists to prevent the supplies
of Normandy reaching the Capital, If Dreux fell,
the rich crops of the fertile plain of the Beauce
would also be lost. Already the pressure of want
was felt. Mayenne, who had been joined by 2,000
Spanish and Walloon men-at-arms under the com-
mand of the Count of Egmont, and by some German
foot in the pay of Spain marched to the relief of
Dreux. The King, whose army was very inferior in
numbers, was compelled to raise the siege, and
Mayenne, having attained his object, would have
fallen back without offering battle, had he not
yielded to the representations of his officers. They
pointed out to him the superiority of his army to
that of the King; the Count of Egmont, zealous in
the service of his father's murderers, protested that
his mailed lancers would ride down the lightly armed
cavalry of the King. More trusted advisers whis-
pered to the Duke that the general of a victorious
army might boldly demand the Crown from the
representatives of the nation. If he could hope to
meet them on anything like equal terms Henry IV.
was not the man to baulk his opponents of their
wish to fight a pitched battle. During the two days
which intervened between March I2th, the day on
which he broke up his leaguer before Dreux, and
March I4th, that on which the battle of Ivry was